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Hello and welcome back to all our children and parents and a huge welcome to those of
you who are new to the school, especially our Reception children. The weather has been
very kind to us at the start of the new term and so we can still enjoy packed lunches

outside.

As you have probably noticed the second phase of our building work, the new hall, is well
on the way to completion and hopefully will be finished by October half term! There have,
along the way, been a few teething problems but we are keeping our fingers crossed that
all goes to plan and the final date is met!

As always in school we are busy planning ahead so please find dates for your diaries
including homework days, PE days, school holidays, class assembly dates and training

days that we hope you will find useful.

The Autumn term is constantly busy, settling in new pupils and our other children getting
to know their new class teacher. We are very lucky to have Miss Trisha Wilson as a
permanent Reception teacher and Miss Kate Robinson, following on from her year with
us as a student, now a permanent Year 1/2 teacher. We also welcome Miss Kirsty Gage

to the school staff who has taken up a position of Teaching Assistant.

As you are aware all infant children are now entitled to a free school meal following the
Government initiative implemented from this September. As a school we would like to
remind any parent/carers, who may be on benefits, to still apply through
Northamptonshire County Council for free school meals. The advantage of applying
generates income for the school (pupil premium) that can then be passed on to parents,
giving reduced fees for some activities, such as: uniform, school trips, music tuition,
swimming and clubs. If you need any further clarification of the above, please call the

school office.

As part of our continuing review of our safeguarding we have now introduced a password
system for anyone who you have asked to collect your child from school, who is new to
us. When you telephone us we will ask you to supply a password that you will need to

pass to the person collecting your child and we will inform your child’s class teacher.



HOMEWORK /PE DAYS ETC!

We hope the following information will be useful to you:
Mrs Cole’s and Mr Robinson’s Yr6 classes:

Mr Robinson: Reading at least 3 times per week—parents to sign Reading Diaries and return to
school every Friday. Spellings/homework—given every Friday to be tested/returned the following
Friday.

Mrs Cole: Reading at least 3 times per week-parents to sign Reading Diaries and return to school
every Monday. Spellings and times tables—given out every Friday to be tested the following Friday.
Homework given out every Monday to be returned the following Monday.

PE days: Mr Robinson—Wednesday.
Mrs Cole—Wednesday.

Miss Willoughby’s and Miss Pullin’s Yr4/5 class:

Spellings set on a Friday to be tested on the following Friday. Read at least 3 times per week and
diaries signed. Also learn times tables each week. Six homework tasks linked to our topic sent
home each term. We ask for a minimum of three to be completed each term.

PE days: Miss Willoughby—Monday outdoor and Friday indoor.

Miss Pullin—Tuesday indoor and Friday outdoor.

Mr Goacher’s, Mrs Frost’s & Mrs Brown’s Y3/4 Classes:

Reading at least 3 times weekly and parents to sign reading log. Spellings set Friday to be tested
the following Friday. Six homework tasks linked to our topic sent home each term. We ask for a
minimum of two to be completed each term—books collected and marked once per term.

PE days: Mrs Frost/Mrs Brown—Wednesday indoor and Friday outdoor.

Mr Goacher—Tuesday outdoor and Thursday indoor.

Reception and KS1—Years 1 & 2:

Homework—six tasks linked to our topic will be sent home every term. We ask for at least one to be
completed each term. Books will be collected and marked fortnightly.

PE days: Mrs Richards—Monday indoor and Thursday outdoor.
Miss Robinson—Monday outdoor and Tuesday indoor.
Mrs R Brown—Wednesday indoor Friday outdoor.

Mrs Timms & Miss Wilson—Friday—Indoor.

Finally please try and encourage your child to read every day as this greatly improves their
vocabulary and confidence. Thank you.




CLUBS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES IN TERM 1

For children who take
up private music tuition
for guitar and woodwind
please note the
timetable for this
academic year is as follows:

MONDAY—GUITAR—8.30-11.30am

DANCE FUNKTION

The popular before school
Dance Club has resumed
and run by Kim Mallows for
KS2 from 8am on WEDNESDAYS.

If your child would like to participate please
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contact Kim on 07967 401373 or

THURSDAY—WOODWIND—Timetable
to be confirmed!

www.dancefunktion.co.uk

Freestyle Football and Hot Shots Basketball

Freestyle have already held their ‘taster’
sessions and children have already
\. allocated their places.

A reminder of days and times:
Monday lunchtime—Freestyle Football KS2
Tuesday after school—Freestyle football KS1

Hot Shots takes place on Tuesday evenings from
5.00pm to 5.45pm (children will need to return to
school at 4.55pm) and ‘taster sessions’ will take

place on Tuesday 30 September

Dodge ball ‘tasters’ will be taking place on
Wednesday 24th September
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9% GARDENING CLUB

| hope you all had a good summer in your gardens.
We had some ups and downs in the veg patch this
year, the tomatoes, though a bit late, have now
started producing lots of lovely fruit. We will be
selling some of these off at 50p a bag. Runner beans needed a bit of a
kick start and | managed to lose 2 lots to slugs! | hope anyone who
bought the yellow courgettes enjoyed the different colour, ours are still
going strong. | have to say the begonias were the best buy , making a
beautiful display when packed in a large tub.

The Morrison’s Vouchers are
being given out again to anyone
shopping there. Please bring in
any you have and put them in
v the wheelbarrow collection box

Tew <L in the hall or hand them in to
the office. They are a great help and provide us with
extra resources every year.

This year I’'m hoping to start a bit of a challenge in gardening club with
some certificates to be achieved as children progress with their gardening
skills. | will start off with some of the Year 5and 6, who completed last
year’s gardening club, for a few week of this half term before opening up
to 20 of the rest of KS2 in January.

Again | am always hopeful that a parent or friend might be able to help out
just watching over a group in gardening club so if anyone is interested
please let me or the office know.

Regards
Michele Loasby



KNITTING AND CROCHET CLUB

Our school knitting club will be up and running again after half-term.
Children from years 3/4/5 & 6 are invited to learn how to knit and
crochet and experienced knitters are encouraged to come along and
extend their expertise! Further information will come out shortly.

Our very successful ‘MATHLETICS’ will shortly be o
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re-launched. We are currently in the process of |
re-grouping the classes and will inform you when |
this is up and running. '

AHOY THERE e.

On Monday 8" September Years 1 and 2 had a fantastic pirate day in
preparation for beginning their topic
came dressed as pirates and had a day of completing challenges in order

to get a special pirate reward. As part of the day the children had to go

on a scavenger hunt to find items that a pirate could use as well as
designing and making their own pirate ship. All of the teachers were very

impressed

with the effort put in
by all the children.
A great | day was had
by all!

g =
= =S
=
—
)

]

il




TERM DATES—ACADEMIC YEAR 2014-15
TERM 1
Terms ends: Friday 24 |Octobe
TERM 2
( Monday 3 Nlorvaeinmbienrg Day)
Term starts: Tuesday 4 [Noveml
Terms ends: Friday 19 Decemb
TERM 3
( Monday 50 TJraaniunairnyg Day)
Term start s: Tuesday 6| Janua
Term ends: Friday 13 Flebruar
TERM 4
Term starts: Monday 23 Febru
Term ends: Friday 27 March
TERM 5
( Monday 01T¥ aApnriinlg Day)
Term starts: Tuesday 14 Apr.i
(Monday dB&Mmak HOQl i day
Term ends: Friday 22 |May
TERM 6
Term starts: Monday 1| June




DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

SEPTEMBER
Friday 19°“Jeans for Genes’ Fund Rai sing Day

WednesdayS2hool Nur-sTea lvki s& tHeYiéght / Wei ght Sessi

Dodge Ball Taster Sessions

Thursday RBw Reception Intake start full ti me

Tuesday 3Bot Shot Taster Sessions

OCTOBER
Monday 13Scho
Tuesday 2Parent s’ Consultation Evening
Thursday E€Bass As#8lemiRlopi nson

Par e
Friday 24School Cl oses
NOVEMBER
Monday 3 Traini-ngcbagl cl osed
Tuesday 4Schooedpenes to pupil s
WednesdayR@6ary Choir Concert

Thursday EFass AsdMembIiCypl e

DECEMBER

Tuesday 2Years 341445 to Harry Potter Studio
WednesdayB8ok Fair

WednesdaySthool Christmas Production
Thursday $8hool Christmas Production

Friday 19School Cl oses

Please note that for all events listed above further information will be
sent to you nearer the time

ol Phet odraplsesal & Sibling group:

nt s’ Consultation Evening (Il ate)
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SCHOOL UNIFORM POLICY

The School Policy is that all children should wear school wu

il Sweatshirt/ cardigan with school baldigee ) avmai bwbheshhirom/ car

plain navy blwue with no hood

| White or navy polo shirt with secshhoiorlt /bpaadlgoe s(haivrati,l asbhier tf/rhol

blue (no |l ogos or stripes).
1 Trousersgharnt oreldi rts/ pinafore dresses in plain vy bl ue,
stripes). 5‘/
il Summer dr esses-emayhebre bwoure/ white striped or bluesSAhi te che
il Navy book bag and-pRE cthag ewi ttthrlowuggdh t he school .
il A plain navy baseball type cap is also avail abdre het pfuarc

winter wear.

il PE kit cosbi-ewhstefol -fNalvy Ilhwets (avat+natblkredcl morschypol ¢

plain Plimsolls or trainers. Navy tracksuit bottoms and

may also be worn during winter months.

il Swimming trunks for boys (shorts not acceptable at pool
costume for girls.

il As wel | a s dhildeen are expezteds to wear sensible footwear — black shoes (NO TRAINERS).
Shoes must not have heels in excess of 5cm.

i No jewellery except stud earrings may be worn in school , which must be
physacalvities or if they cannot be removed then the chi

1 Nail varnish, make-up, hair colours or braids, should not be worn in school.
Long hair—on both girls and boys—must be tied and secured for PE Lessons
and Swimming.

il Al'l items of clothing must be clearly marked with the own
It is expected that parents and children honour this agreeme
dr ess. Shoul d parents experience problems in purchasing art

the Headteacher.

PE KIT

Please remember that acceptable wear for PE should be:
WHITE or PALE BLUE T-SHIRT

PLAIN NAVY SHORTS (not beach or cycle shorts)

PLAIN PLIMSOLLS or TRAINERS

NAVY TRACKSUIT BOTTOMS and/or NAVY FLEECE may be worn
during winter months.

EAR-RINGS MUST BE REMOVED FOR PE AND LONG HAIR TIED
BACK FOR BOTH GIRLS AND BOYS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.

If your child is unable to take part in PE lessons due to a medical condition, it isi
\important that you either send in a note to the class teacher OR call the school !

office and leave a message. Thank you.




HEALTH & SAFETY INFORMATION

We are pleased to inform you that 5 staff hold full first aid certificates
and 4 staff hold emergency first aid at work certificates and 3 hold
Paediatric certificates.

All new members of staff go through the DBS (Disclosure and Barring
Service) police clearance checks and a comprehensive file is kept in the
school.

Two members of the Senior Staff have also gained a qualification in
‘safer recruitment’.

H & S checks are routinely carried out daily on the field play equipment
as well as all other areas of the school.

HOT MEALS!

A reminder that hot meals for any child wishing to take them are
available at lunchtimes and are very popular with our pupils. Also all
infant aged children are now able to partake of a free hot meal.

If you have not yet registered please call at the school office for further
information.

For our regular customers—please remember that
you can now take advantage of the on-line service
offered by the caterers and this is the easiest way
to order. This saves the necessity of having to
remember to bring your order to the office before
12am on a Monday (orders can only be accepted
at this time). Meals must be ordered one week in advance and if you
miss this collection day then unfortunately you will not be able to order
until the next Monday. Spare envelopes for your orders are always
available in the Reception Area for your child to collect.




HEALTH SCHOOL

Please help us at snack and lunchtimes!

As many of you are aware we have a child in school who suffers from a
severe nut allergy. Whilst we have in place procedures to
manage this condition we request that you do not send in
any foods containing nuts or traces of nuts.

We understand that this may present problems with
snacks/packed lunches but alternatives that we could
suggest are cereal bars (without nuts), malt loaf, cheese
biscuits, bread sticks, sausage rolls, mini sausages, cake
bars, rice cakes, yoghurts, raisins or other dried fruit or vegetable sticks.

Also please do not send fizzy drinks, fruit winders, or full-size chocolate
bars.

Thank you for your support and understanding. %

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

As you are no doubt aware, due to Government legislation,
the headteacher is no longer able to grant leave during term
time. As a result of this you need to be aware that this time
off will be recorded on your child’s records as an

unauthorised absence.

A reminder that unauthorised absences include: shopping,
going to an appointment with siblings, visiting relatives,
buying shoes, a haircut, parent/s unwell, birthdays and
holidays.




IMPORTANT REMINDERS!!!

Please remember that all children should be in
school by 8.50am to start the school day. Gates are
opened at 8.40am and closed at 8.50am.

1 Any child who arrives before registration closes
(9.15am)will receive a present/late mark.

1 Any child who arrives after registration has
closed will receive an unauthorised absence
mark.

TELEPHONE CALLS TO THE SCHOOL

At busy times of the day the school's answer-
phone will automatically cut in to accept calls.

Please be assured that all messages left on
the answer-phone are dealt with as soon as
possible.

Please remind your children to return to the Office after
school if you do not turn up to meet them because you
have been delayed.

PLEASEHELPUSby ensuring that
child brings i nt sealedenvelapé
containing the follow

NAME/CLASS/AMOUNT/ACTIVITY

Pl e a s e directlytd the class teacher. T h a n k
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IF YOUR CHILD IS UNWELL
and cannot attend school,
please ensure that you
telephone the school office
by 9.30am so that the
correct mark can be put in

school if they are unwell.

one of the following options:

MEDICINES—As responsible parents you are very unlikely to send your children to
However, there may be occasions when they have to
undertake a course of antibiotics, and some doses have to be administered during the
school day. The school has a clear policy on this and advises that parents may take

the register.

If we have no notification of
absences they are recorded
negatively as ‘unauthorised’

on your child’s school
records.
We would very much Headteacher.

appreciate it if you could
give us a reason as soon as
possible for any absence
from school.

Thank you for

* Visit the school during the day to administer the medicine.

The child may supervise their own medication if the pupil’s doctor has formally
stated this. Evidence of this approval must be communicated to the school.

The school can only administer medication in exceptional circumstances
provided we have written instructions and that the medication is in its original
container with the dispensing label attached. This will be approved by the

Commercially available medication, such as pain-killers, antiseptics etc. cannot
be administered by the school staff.

Children who bring medication to school should pass it to their teacher, who
forwards it to the office, for safe keeping. On no account should it be left in the
child’s drawer or in a shared area.

your support .

* It is important that children who require inhalers for asthma know how, and
when, to use them. Inhalers that are kept in school will be stored in a secure
and accessible place in the classroom.

PARKING OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL AT THE START AND END OF THE SCHOOL DAY

As always this does cause concern as some parents still
double park adjacent to the yellow road markings
opposite the school gates or by the Zebra crossing in
South Street.

The safety of our children is paramount and we would
appreciate your consideration at the beginning and end of
the school day. Thank you for your support in keeping our
children safe.

We invite you to leave and collect your children from the playground. If
you need to speak to your child’s teacher they will be available, on the
playground, to speak to you. However, if you need to enter the school
building please do so via the Main Office Entrance so that we can monitor
visitors on site. Please encourage your children to walk down the
designated paths for safety reasons.

Thank you for helping us to keep the school a safer environment for your
children.




WALK-IN-WEDNESDAY!

~ , Walk-in-Wednesday has resumed for Years 1 to 6
%// classes and Reception will start after half-term. We
o welcome parents, relatives and friends in to school

to share books, games and Maths challenges with

‘—'\/ the children. The session runs from 8.50am until
9.20am. Please try to support your child whether Reception or Year 6.

To assist teachers with a smooth start to the day we politely request
that you assemble in the hall until all children are settled in their
classes. Thank you.

SAFEGUARDING

A reminder that, for the safety of all children in the school, if you come in to
school as a volunteer to work with children on a regular basis or assist with
swimming, a preliminary police check (List 99) followed by a full police check
DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) is required (not needed for Walk-in-
Wednesday). For the safety and protection of everyone in school, a security
check must be carried out. We are always grateful for the help and support that
you, as parents and friends, give to the school.

A reminder that after 3 years, or if you do not come into school for more than 3
months, the DBS process will need to be renewed to allow you to continue to
visit.

FINALLY .....

A FINAL REMINDER! Although we are sure that your dogs are
lovely, friendly animals, the school policy is that dogs are not
permitted on school premises and we would respectfully ask you to
remain on the pavement side of the gate.

As you will appreciate some children are nervous of dogs and also
animals do present a health and safety hazard.

Thank you for your support.
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