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Our Curriculum
We firmly believe that an excellent curriculum instills in children a love of learning for its own sake. This means that we
think our children must not only learn what to study, they must also learn how to study.
Due to this we have worked very closely with Educationalists to help us to develop a curriculum at Wollaston that
challenges, inspires and fosters a love for learning for our children. We hope they will be able to take this love into the next
stage of their education and into their adult lives.
Creative learning is understood to be characterized by:






being questioning and challenging
making connections and seeing relationships
envisaging what might be
exploring ideas, keeping options open
reflecting critically on ideas, actions and outcomes

Ofsted have noted that schools which promote creative learning most effectively have common strengths, as well as a
good comprehensive coverage of the National Curriculum. Due to this we have evolved a curriculum that not only allows
and fosters creativity but also one that follows the national curriculum.
Learning is a treasure that will follow its owner everywhere
Chinese Proverb
Our curriculum is based on the theories of how a child’s brain matures and grows developed by Claire W. Graves and
through an understanding that we are preparing our children for life in the 21st Century – where the chances are that the
jobs they will be doing have not yet been invented and an ability to problem solve and work in teams will be vital.

“The curriculum is designed to excite and inspire. Topics chosen for study reflect the interests of both pupils and
teachers and consequently their enthusiasm shines through. The curriculum contributes well to pupils' personal
development and well- being.” Ofsted Feb 2011
As he sets off on each quest, he believes he will find the answer to his existence, and as he settles into each nodal state he
is certain he has found it.
Yet, always to his surprise and ever to his dismay he finds, at every stage, that the solution to existence is not the solution
he thinks he has found.
Every state he reaches leaves him discontented and perplexed. It is simply that as he solves one set of human problems, he
finds a new set in their place.
Clare W Graves
1914 - 1986

Clare W. Graves worked out that human brains move through 7 stages of development as they grow and mature. The
stages are:
Stage 1 – Survival
Stage 2 – Tribal (team)
Stage 3 – Self (me)
Stage 4 – Order (plan)
Stage 5 – Enterprise (challenge)
Stage 6 – Community (share)
Stage 7 – Interconnected (think)

Creativity must be embedded into everyday teaching and learning
We take this concept and plan out our main curriculum themes around this. For example:
Graves’ 7 Stages
Survival
Tribal
Self and
Order

Enterprise

Challenge

Community
Interconnected

Theme
We do not start here as we believe that children should have already developed at this stage before
they enter Primary school.
Beginning WOW – Class will all complete some very exciting activity that will give all the children
and the teachers a real buzz for the learning that they are about to complete. We try to link this to
the learning that they are about to follow.
This is where we follow the National Curriculum. We ensure that the children are taught according
to the law and that they receive a very balanced experience to their learning. However we will also
match their subjects to their theme. We may teach a lot of History through a Literacy lesson or a
Science lesson. We may also use the theme as a stimulus for their Art or Music work. However if the
National Curriculum does not fit into our thematic learning then we will not force it in but teach this
lesson as a stand-alone session – one example of this can be RE which does not usually fit with the
theme.
All our themes have a team building / problem solving part to them. This is to incorporate the
messages that we are receiving from the large businesses that children are leaving schools
inadequately prepared to problem solve and work in teams.
The children will have some problem linked to their theme that needs solving and will work together
to achieve it. Sometimes they may raise money for their classes, other times they may involve other
children in the school.
Here we dig deeper into the children’s learning. We will set challenging and thoughtful tasks for
them linked to something with a moral or a social skill. We also try to include some multicultural
learning for the children as we are a predominantly white British school and our children are growing
up in a very diverse and multicultural world.
This is our Ending WOW. We usually invite parents into this to celebrate the children’s learning – or
they complete their Enterprise activity.
Finally at the end of their theme we ask the children about their learning – what new things did you
learn? How will this learning help you as you get older?

Weeks Learning
N/A
One day or one
week
Could take up to 8
weeks to complete all
the learning required.
However some themes
may be short and this
only take 4 weeks.

One week to 2
weeks depending
on the task.

One or 2 weeks

One or 2 days
One or 2 days

